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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Mariani Nut Company Honored by Kroger

2008 Outstanding Supplier of the Year

	Winters, Calif., May 14, 2009 --- Mariani Nut Company has been named as one of The Kroger Company’s (Manufacturing Division) Outstanding Supplier of the Year for 2008 from a field of more than 750 companies that supply Kroger plants.  

	“This recognition by The Kroger Company (Manufacturing Division) is a significant honor for our company and is a direct result of the dedication of our growers and employees who take great care in controlling quality from the field, through harvest, to the package,” said Matt Mariani, who oversees sales and marketing for the family-owned company.

	“We sincerely value our partnership with Kroger and we are proud that our efforts to meet product specifications and expectations while never compromising on quality, have been recognized,” Mariani added.  

	The Kroger Company (Manufacturing Division) consists of 40 food processing or manufacturing facilities producing private label bakery, dairy and grocery products for one of the largest retail food companies in the U.S.  Kroger has nearly 2,500 grocery retail outlets in 31 states. Familiar names under the Kroger banner include Ralph’s, Fry’s, Fred Meyer and Kroger.

	Representatives of The Kroger Company, Keith Scott, manager, manufacturing procurement, and Dennis Meyer, director, manufacturing procurement, traveled to the Mariani offices in Winters to present the award in person.

	Founded in 1972, Mariani supplies industrial and foodservice customers including confectionary, cereal and ice cream makers, and consumers with numerous varieties of almonds, walnuts and other nuts. The nuts come from their own orchards and those of other select growers. All of the nuts are grown in California.  They are distributed throughout North America, Europe, Asia and Australia. 

	In 2008 the company was named one of the New California 100 for their business success and entrepreneurial innovation by the University of California and Golden Capital Network.   For more information go to www.marianinut.com.
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